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Royds News
Headteacher’s Message
Welcome to the first edition of Royds News. The newsletter will be published weekly to provide our community
with a summary of life in school. We will be celebrating and sharing success, highlighting key
topics and themes and disseminating important forthcoming events.
In this first extended edition, I would like to take the opportunity to thank the community
for your overwhelming support since my appointment as Headteacher. Having been the
Deputy Headteacher for two years, I am acutely aware of what a unique and special
school Royds is. It is therefore with great pride that I look forward to leading the school
on the next phase of our journey. As I told the students in our welcome back assemblies
on Wednesday, a community is proven to be 71% more effective when all stakeholders
are working together towards an aligned goal. A community working in harmony is a
powerful force; we have great staff and amazing students, so with continued parental
support, the school is in a strong position to move forwards.

#LiveLoveLearn

School News

The main theme of our assembly this week was our
new daily mission for all students: #LiveLoveLearn.
Childhood is changing. The development of the
whole person is imperative. We aim to create a
balance that enables our young people to flourish
by learning how to take care of themselves mentally
and physically in order to fulfil their academic
potential, while still living and enjoying life to the
full. Our students have embraced the challenge
this week! Behaviour for learning in lessons has
been purposeful and focused; students have shown
respect for the newly refurbished canteen and
one another; demand for our new in-house meals
has tripled! Healthy, happy individuals equate
to healthy, happy, successful learners. For more
detailed information about our vision, mission and
values, please see the prospectus on the home page
of the school website.

Many of our systems remain unchanged, however,
following consultation with students and parents
we have launched two new policies linked to
rewards and independent learning. Your child
should be able to explain both policies, but some
videos will be posted on the school website and
social media in the coming weeks to clarify any
questions or queries you may have.
Next week, as part
of the process
of our students
learning
about
democracy, we will
be launching our new Student Council. There will
be opportunities for all students from Years 7-11 to
apply for a variety of positions from Head Boy/Girl
to Form Ambassador, so please encourage your
child to do so following Miss Hancock’s assemblies.

New School Gates
As you may have noticed, we now have new electronic gates at each entrance into school. If the gates are
closed, please use the intercom to talk to reception and they will open the gates remotely. To exit school
simply drive up to the exit gate and they will open automatically. East block gates will open automatically at
2:25pm every day.
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2017-2018 Success

There has never been a more exciting time to be part of the Royds’ community. I am delighted to announce
that our GCSE results continue to show significant improvement. A key measure is the number of students
who attain English and Maths at Grade 4 and 5.
Our results improved by 9% at both measures with 64% of students achieving a grade 9-4 and 39% a 9-5.
This year’s national figures have not yet been released, but these figures are very close to last year’s national
averages, which is a fantastic achievement with a cohort who were below national on entry.
Our Year 10 students also attained well in their English Language exam, once again achieving national standards
at grades 9-4, 9-5 and 9-7 respectively. We are extremely proud of them all, but particular congratulations to
River Hallas, Kacey Jubb and Georgia Kingston who achieved grade 9s.
Across the school, significant improvements were also seen in Geography, Psychology, Drama and Graphics.
Several subjects also achieved attainment on or above national averages: Business, PE, Languages and
Science.
Although there is still much work to do, these results are just reward for the continued hard work of our staff
and students.
Another of our key targets is attendance. Whole school attendance increased by 1.6% last year. This is a
great start but we need to continue. Students need to be at school to learn, so we need and appreciate your
continued support. Our students have made an excellent start; attendance this week has been 96.2%.

Dates for your diary
Tuesday 11th September - Year 11 Focus Evening
Thursday 13th September - We are holding our annual student photo day where we will be photographing
all students in Years 7, 9 and 11 as well as all our Post 16 students. More information will follow shortly
regarding purchasing photo prints of your child.

