12th March 2020
Dear Parent/Carer
Coronavirus Response Procedure
As you are undoubtedly aware the government is likely to escalate the country’s coronavirus response in the
upcoming days to the ‘delay’ phase. This involves deploying ‘social distancing’ tactics such as closing schools and
postponing large-scale gatherings to delay the spread of the virus.
I thought it would be helpful to explain plans we are making to prepare for any potential disruption to school should
we have to either partially or fully close due to government instruction or staff absence. We receive daily updates
from the Department for Education; we will continue to follow their advice. The Coronavirus Response Procedure on
our website shows the measures we have taken thus far to reduce prevention and manage any suspected Covid-19
cases.
In the event of any closure, we will follow our normal emergency procedures by communicating messages through
the school website, the school’s official Facebook and Twitter accounts and via our School Gateway text messaging
service.
We are currently preparing to provide work for students should we have to close the school for any length of time.
Work will be provided for all students, but I am sure you can understand in the first instance we will be prioritising
Year 13, Year 11 and Year 10 English Literature given the proximity of forthcoming GCSE exams. I have spoken to all
Key Stage 4 students today. In addition to printed resources, we will be using Microsoft Teams to deliver online and
streamed learning and our usual online platforms - GCSE POD and Hegarty Maths. More detailed Key Stage letters
will be sent to the parents/carers of respective year groups as and when we are forced to close. I can assure KS4
parents we will be doing everything we can to remain open for as long as possible.
Just a reminder that Monday is a planned INSET day (with the exception of identified Year 13 and 11 students who
will be completing Maths intervention). School will be open to all students both tomorrow and on Tuesday; we
expect all students to be in school.
In the meantime, thank you in anticipation for working with us. This is an unprecedented situation for us all and
understandably particularly worrying for Year 13 and 11 students about the sit crucial exams. It is imperative we
remain calm and work together to make the most of a challenging situation.
I will be in touch soon with relevant changes. Please keep checking school gateway for daily updates.
Yours sincerely,

Claire Robbins
Headteacher

