15th March 2020
Dear Parent/Carer
Coronavirus Update
As you are undoubtedly aware, since my last correspondence with you, the number of diagnosed cases of COVID-19
has continued to grow in the United Kingdom. We continue to follow the government’s advice, which at present,
means school remains open as usual to all students and staff. Inevitably, at some point, a member of our school
community will display the symptoms associated with the virus. Staff are aware of the necessity to self-isolate.
Please show responsibility to help avoid the spread of the virus by keeping your child at home for 7 days should they
show any signs of or be exposed to a family member with:
-

A dry and persistent cough
Fever (temperature above 37.8)
Shortness of breath

Please contact the attendance line as normal to inform us of the necessity to isolate your child. This is a national
emergency; self-isolation will therefore not trigger our usual attendance protocols. That said, I would ask
parents/carers to remain calm and follow government advice. Keeping children absent from school when no
symptoms are apparent is not helpful. It is likely this is going to be a long haul; therefore, I would encourage you to
follow government advice (based on medical research) and send your child to school unless otherwise advised.
Although there has been no specific advice or guidelines regarding school trips within the locality, I have decided in
the interests of everyone’s safety and well-being to postpone all forthcoming trips between now and the Easter
holidays. I hope you will appreciate this decision has not been taken lightly, but we need to control what we can. I
do not want either students or staff’s health deteriorating away from the school site or staff/student ratios put at
risk through self-isolation. We will therefore try to rearrange the following visits when it is safe to do so:
Wednesday 18th March
Year 9 Castle Howard: Geography Conservation
Year 9 Castleford College: Construction Careers
Saturday 21st March
Year 9 D of E: Practice expedition
Thursday 26th March (Deep Learning Day)
Year 8 Leeds University: Careers Visit
Year 8 York University: Careers Visit
Year 7 Malham Cove: Humanities Visit
Enrichment visits planned (Basketball and Rugby visits) will also be rearranged.
We will be trying to rearrange all these educational visits. In the event the bus companies will not refund transport
costs, the school will fund activities, you will not be asked to contribute again. Should we be unable to rearrange,
then refunds will be provided later.

Just a reminder that Monday is a planned INSET day (except for identified Year 13 and 11 students who will be
completing Maths and Music intervention). School will be open to all students on Tuesday; we expect all students
to be in school. We fully expect Year 8 parents’ evening to run as planned on Wednesday evening. I will be speaking
to parents at 4pm, 5pm, 6pm and 7pm to inform you of the rationale and actions required for the forthcoming
options process.
In the meantime, thank you for continuing to work with us. In unprecedented situations such as this, where
parameters and guidelines are changing daily, your calmness and support are appreciated. In situations such as this,
communication is key, therefore I will be in touch as frequently as required with any relevant changes. Please keep
checking school gateway for updates.
Yours sincerely,

Claire Robbins
Headteacher

